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REVELATION – Week 6 
Grace BFC Sunday Bible Study – Summer 2013 

 

Revelation Chapters 12-14 
 

TEACHING 
 
Introductory Comments 
 

 All past handouts available up front … all handouts, teaching notes, and audio on 
GrabeBFC.org – Teaching Archives  

 
Introduction / Review  
 
 Three Comments from Last Week 
 

 When it says 1/3 it means 1/3!  (from Ch. 8 - first 4 trumpets, 1/3 of earth, trees, seas…) 
o First response – AMEN!   We should always default to simply taking God’s Word as 

His Word, and it’s meaning in the most obvious, straightforward way we can … 
o But I would add another note here, it is also important to understand that God’s 

Word itself uses things like numbers in a variety of different ways.  For example: 
 Psalm 50:10 – God owns the cattle on a thousand hills 

 Does that mean he does not own the ones on hill 1,0001?   
o Psalm 50_10-11 

    For every beast of the forest is mine, 
       the cattle on a thousand hills. 

        I know all the birds of the hills, 
       and all that moves in the field is mine. 

 Is the right application to open Google Earth and count the hills with 
cattle on them, expecting to find exactly 1,000 …. And if I find more 
than 1,000 then look through Scripture for a better definition of hill. 

o Context of Psalm 50, like Revelation, is warning of impending 
judgment if people do not repent … goal is repentance, not 
counting hills and cattle! 

o Many times numbers mean just what they say – Joshua marched around Jericho on 
7 different real days you could count, and one the 7th marched 7 times… but there are 
times, especially in poetry sections, when they refer to something more general, 
like 1,000 meaning all hills 

o I would add that everyone has to read some aspects of Revelation figuratively, no 
matter how much of a literalist you claim to be … those who say Revelation points 
forward to a future 7 year tribulation and 1,000 reign of Christ on earth, then have to 
read all the “this will happen soon” with soon equaling thousands of years. 
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 Which of the 4 views of Revelation do you hold? 
o Deliberately did not give up front … want you to derive view from book, not read 

book through view (while I use MacArthur commentary a lot in my prep because he is 
very good at going word by word, also dislike that he has single view and states it as 
fact, talking about every passage in terms of tribulation and rapture even if those not 
mentioned at all, never acknowledging any other view … other commentaries also have 
a clear view, but they do nor just assume it and talk as if God endorses it) 

o Next week I will say a bit more about my view, as well as passing out the BFC Articles 
of Faith that address end times issues 

o BUT there is another reason I have not camped out on one view or the other – I do 
not actually think that is the main point of the book, and that in some ways the 
various ways of interpreting the book can end up becoming a distraction 

o In just a moment I want to illustrate the point, but note related comments first… 
 

 How do you apply Revelation to life today? 
o This is a critical question, and one that often gets lost as we talk about interpretation 
o Remember – good Bible study always needs to have perceptive observation, 

insightful interpretation, and practical application 
 

 I want to take a few minutes before we jump into today’s passage to respond to each of the 
three questions above with a concrete example, and in the process help us develop a way of 
looking at Revelation that will aid us in the passages we want to look at today 

 
 
 Interpreting Visions 
 

 Remember one of our key interpretive rules has been that we want to interpret Revelation 
with the Bible in one hand and the Bible in the other 

 We have seen many direct and indirect allusions to the OT 
 But I want to propose to you that the OT can help shape our view of Revelation in a much 

broader, more fundamental way as well 
 Book of Revelation is a book of visions … and the OT also contains many visions 

o Some of those visions in the OT were directly interpreted by God 
o Others vision on OT were of future events that have since taken place 

 So when we are trying to figure out how to interpret the visions in Revelation maybe we 
should take a page out of the OT – what if we go back and look at some of the visions in the 
OT that we can clearly interpret and ask if we can learn anything about how God uses 
visions in the OT that might aid us in interpreting visions in Revelation 
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  Example: Joseph 
 

 Dream - Genesis 41:1-7 
 

After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing by the Nile, and behold, there 
came up out of the Nile seven cows attractive and plump, and they fed in the reed grass.  And 
behold, seven other cows, ugly and thin, came up out of the Nile after them, and stood by the 
other cows on the bank of the Nile.  And the ugly, thin cows ate up the seven attractive, 
plump cows. And Pharaoh awoke.  And he fell asleep and dreamed a second time. And 
behold, seven ears of grain, plump and good, were growing on one stalk. And behold, after 
them sprouted seven ears, thin and blighted by the east wind.  And the thin ears swallowed 
up the seven plump, full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and behold, it was a dream. 

 
 

 What if dream occurred in middle of Revelation …. I could hear people saying: 
 

o We need to take this literally – in the end times, by the river Nile in Egypt, there 
will be exactly 7 fat cows, and one day as they are eating 7 thin cows will come up and 
eat them.  Then a while later, in our timeline, we see 7 beautiful stalks of grain, and 
God will miraculously cause seven blighted stalks to actually eat the healthy ones.  I 
know it sounds strange, but God is God, he can certainly do it, and he has said he will 

o We need to see how this is playing out in our world today – cows are sacred to 
the Hindu religion, and over the past century Hinduism has risen up to be the 
dominant religion in many Asian countries.  Actually today, it is the dominant religion 
in exactly 7 countries, just like the seven plump cows.  But Islam is also rising in those 
countries.  Did you know there are exactly 7 countries in the middle East who have 
focused their outreach efforts on Asia – they are the skinny cows that will swallow up 
these Asians countries and set up the battle of Armageddon 

o This is actually describing 1st century Israel – when the Romans wanted to 
overthrow Jerusalem they put it under siege and cut off all meat and grain so people 
starved 

o No, this represents the current economic collapse, after years of abundant living 
Europe and America are both collapsing financially, we are clearly in the last days at 
the end of this prophecy. 

o Obviously in all of these I am being a bit facetious, but I think this illustrates what 
many who read revelation tend to do with the visions they see here 

o Let’s return to Genesis 41, where God gives the proper interpretation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Revelation - TEACHING CHAPTERS 12-14 Page  4 

 Dream - Genesis 41:25-36 
 

Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has revealed to Pharaoh 
what he is about to do. The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears are 
seven years; the dreams are one.  The seven lean and ugly cows that came up after them are 
seven years, and the seven empty ears blighted by the east wind are also seven years of 
famine.  It is as I told Pharaoh; God has shown to Pharaoh what he is about to do.  There will 
come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt, but after them there will 
arise seven years of famine, and all the plenty will be forgotten in the land of Egypt. The 
famine will consume the land, and the plenty will be unknown in the land by reason of the 
famine that will follow, for it will be very severe.  And the doubling of Pharaoh's dream 
means that the thing is fixed by God, and God will shortly bring it about.  Now therefore let 
Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him over the land of Egypt.  Let Pharaoh 
proceed to appoint overseers over the land and take one-fifth of the produce of the land of 
Egypt during the seven plentiful years.  And let them gather all the food of these good years 
that are coming and store up grain under the authority of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and 
let them keep it. That food shall be a reserve for the land against the seven years of famine 
that are to occur in the land of Egypt, so that the land may not perish through the famine.” 

 
 Interpretation of Vision: 

o Picture – same picture given twice actually – given twice stress true and important 
o Picture of coming famine – about years of plenty and years of famine … true picture 

of current and coming reality, but told as a picture not actual events  
o Some details have further meaning – seven is seven, but not seven cows, rather 

seven years … other details just help to paint picture 
 

 Application of Vision: 
o Point is not that Pharaoh needs to go count his cows, or watch the countries 

around him, or sit back and watch for thin cows 
o Point is just the opposite – a devastating famine is coming, but is not here yet – so 

you need to reorganize your priorities and restructure the entire kingdom to 
start stockpiling food to get ready 

o God has made very clear this is coming, it will devastate, and it cannot be stopped – 
but he is providing a time of great abundance ahead of the famine, a time of grace 
where if you act you can prepare yourself and those around for the disaster to come 

o This is not a time to debate, not a time to count, and certainly not a time to rest – this 
is a time to change everything and prepare for a certain future 
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 Principles for us 
o First a word of caution … every vision in Scripture is different, and in this case 

God gave clear interpretation, so I need to be careful, I do not just want to assume 
from this every number in Revelation is years, or every thin cow is a famine …  

o But we can learn some lessons from this clear example that might help us in the less 
clear visions of Revelation 

 Some visions are more pictures to represent the future than detailed 
literal descriptions … cows and grain here clearly illustrated times of plenty 
and times of famine … they are not meant to be taken as literal cows eating 
literal cows 

 Use of pictures to represent the future in no way lessens truthfulness or 
impact of vision … there was a real time of plenty and a real famine directly 
related to this vision 

 Numbers sometimes serve as both real and representative -  here 7 was 7, 
but in the vision it was 7 cows and 7 heads of grain, in the interpretation it was 
7 years 

 Visions require God for definitive interpretation – pharaohs people could 
not interpret, man of God could (this is theme through OT).  Note also things 
like how to use the number 7 not at all clear in dream.  Thus where God gives 
definitive interpretation I need to accept that, and where He does not I need to 
be content with big picture and with God having decided not to reveal his full 
hand at this time  

 Point is not to unpack or debate details of vision or interpretation – point is to 
motive action, often in OT they are a call to repentance and / or to radical 
action … thus point in Revelation is action, not debate 

 
  Example: Revelation 9:1-11 (from last week  - 5th seal, 1st woe, locust…) 

o So what is the point of the 5th trumpet, the one with the locusts? 
 “God will send locusts that do not like grass but like eating men”  
 “John saw modern helicopters - locusts only way he could describe” 
  “I need to be on the lookout for strange looking locusts so I know end time is 

here” … “I need to count up earthquakes and see when 1/3 of earth affected” 
o Or is the point of all the trumpets God has great devastation coming, unlike 

anything we have ever experienced …It is scheduled, it will happen, it is unstoppable! 
…  When it arrives people will see it is God’s judgment yet not repent … the time for 
repentance is now, before it comes, so lets get off our duff, rearrange our life, and 
go out there to help people get ready now! 
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Revelation 12-14 
 

Where are we 
 Look back at general outline – between 7 Trumpets in ch. 11 and 7 Bowls in ch. 15 
 Look at outline of seven cycles of seven 

o SEVEN CHURCHES 
o SEVEN SCENES IN HEAVEN 
o SEVEN SEALS 
o SEVEN TRUMPETS 
o SEVEN SIGNS 

 (1st) Woman gives birth to man child (Rev 12:1-4) 
 (2nd) The dragon Appears from the sky 

   ~ The man child's ascension (Rev 12:5-6) 
   ~ The dragon's defeat in heaven (Rev 12:7-9) 
   ~ Heaven's victory song (Rev 12:10-12) 
   ~ The woman's escape (Rev 12:13-17) 

 (3rd) The Beast  
   ~ Appears from the sea (Rev 13:1-2) 
   ~ Has dragon's authority (Rev 13:3-10) 

 (4th) The False prophet 
   ~ Appears from the earth (Rev 13:11) 
   ~ Has beast's authority (Rev 13:12) 
   ~ His great deception (Rev 13:13-14) 
   ~ The image he made live (Rev 13:15) 
   ~ The mark of the beast (Rev 13:16-17) 
   ~ The number of the beast (Rev 13:18) 

 (5th) The Lamb on Mount Zion (Rev 14:1-5) 
 (6th) Three angelic messengers (Rev 14:6-13) 
 (7th) The two reapers (Rev 14:14-20) 

o SEVEN PLAGUES (BOWLS) 
o SEVEN FINAL VISIONS 

 
 Many of those that see the middle of Revelation as a series of sequential events and those 

that see it as multiple perspectives on the same events actually agree that these 3 chapters 
are a kind of pause in the action on earth so we can take a look at the heavenly battle 
that is raging and that is effecting everything on earth 

 See false trinity in action – the dragon, the beast and the false prophet/ second beast 
 Most all the commentators see seven characters or events here … some break up the 

seven a bit different, but they all see seven symbolic characters representative of the battle 
between good and evil 

 For today I will use Poythress’ divisions, what he calls seven symbolic histories: 
 ~ Introduction of Characters (12:1-6) 
1) History of the Dragon (12:7-12) 
2) History of the Woman (12:13-17) 
3) History of the Beast (13:1-10) 
4) History of the False Prophet (13:11-15) 
5) History of the 144,000 (14:1-5) 
6) History of the Angelic Proclaimer (14:6-11) 

~ Interlude (14:12-13)  {similar to interlude in each of the 7 seal, trumpets, bowls} 
7) History of the Son of Man (14:14-20) 

 
 

 

http://www.simplybible.com.au/f746.htm
http://www.simplybible.com.au/f746.htm
http://www.simplybible.com.au/f746.htm
http://www.simplybible.com.au/f746.htm
http://www.simplybible.com.au/f746.htm
http://www.simplybible.com.au/f355.htm
http://www.simplybible.com.au/f355.htm
http://www.simplybible.com.au/f356.htm
http://www.simplybible.com.au/f356.htm
http://www.simplybible.com.au/f356.htm
http://www.simplybible.com.au/f356.htm
http://www.simplybible.com.au/f356.htm
http://www.simplybible.com.au/f60c.htm#P2
http://www.simplybible.com.au/f357.htm
http://www.simplybible.com.au/f359.htm
http://www.simplybible.com.au/f361.htm
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Notes:  
 It has several different episodes it relates, and so we are going to break pattern here – 

instead of reading all three chapters up front, we are going to read and respond by chapter 
 We are also going to try to apply what we just learned, not diving into every possible details 

and interpretation, but asking in each section, and later for the three chapters as a whole, 
what bigger picture is being painted here: 

 
 Revelation Chapter 12 

 
o First Impressions  

 Poythress 2 kids – “wow, a dragon”, “we win” …. While we do want to dig a little 
deeper, we want to not miss this first reaction! 

 
o Introduction of Characters - 12:1-6  

 
 Signs in Heaven (1,3) – this section clearly identifies the vision as signs … not 

literal woman or dragon but using those as signs to represent something larger … 
and these are in heaven, so while effecting earth this is the heavenly view 

 The Woman – sun and moon (1) – similar to Josephs vision in Genesis 45 
 The Woman – birth pangs (2) - Woman who is pregnant… but likely not a single 

woman but a picture of Israel as a whole in its waiting for the Messiah to come or 
possibly the larger Church in both its suffering before and later after birth of 
Christ  (unlikely Mary, she has other children and is in travail again later) 

 The Dragon – red…(3) – red like blood, violence … 7 heads … various kingdoms? 
 The Dragon – 3rd of stars (4) -(later we find out dragon is Satan) – this could be 

early history of Satan when he caused other angels to fall, or could symbolize him 
doing all possible to stop woman from having a baby 

 Dragon – Baby (4) – dragon do all in his power to stop woman’s baby … through 
all OT starting with Abel, Moses, etc. Satan tries to kill off line of savior … in Herod 
we see him try to kill off actual Messiah 

 Woman – Baby (5) she has baby … and it taken to heaven … summary of life of 
Christ from birth to ascension 

 Woman – wilderness (6) – either Church waiting for second coming, struggling 
in wilderness between Ascension and Return of Christ … or Israel in second half of 
great tribulation as they await salvation from God … But either way wilderness 
represents both struggle / persecution as being provided for by God as they await 
entry into the promised land  

 
o History 1 – The Dragon - 12:7-12  

 
 War in Heaven (7-9) – war of angels … but Dragon defeated and thrown out! Him 

and angels with him thrown down to earth (again, this may be before creation, or 
this may be after the cross … but either way defeated and thrown to earth) 

 Dragon is Devil (9, 10) – Dragon identified … serpent from Genesis, Satan 
(deceiver), Devil (liar), Deceiver of the world, and later accuser of believers 

 Salvation! (10-12) – great hymn of salvation – kingdom of Christ has come – 
Satan thrown down!  … How?  Conquered with blood of Lamb (see ch. 4-5) and 
testimony of martyrs … so Rejoice! 

 Devil – time short…(12) – warning, Devil mad, his time is ending soon 
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o History 2 – The Woman - 12:13-17 
 

 Woman - Wilderness (v.13-14) – returns to story of woman – in wilderness 
pursued by dragon … but God cares for and nourishes her 

 Battle … God steps in (15-16) – serpent comes after her, uses flood to wash her 
away … but God causes earth to rise up and swallow flood 

 Dragon Comes for Us (17) – Dragon furious not able to get to woman or child … 
so comes after other offspring, after all who keep commands of God and hold to 
testimony of Jesus 

 
o Big Picture of Chapter 12 

 
 In a War – war in heaven, now playing out on earth … Satan furious and bent on 

destruction … he is coming after each of us 
 Satan Defeated – But salvation comes from God … he has defeated Satan in 

heaven … he is now protecting his saints here on earth, and promises the end of 
Satan’s time is coming soon 

 Protection in the Wilderness – we are not yet in the promised land, in the 
wilderness with serpent pursuing … BUT God will provide for, nurture, protect, 
even protect supernaturally … and Jesus is already on the throne and Satan is 
already defeated, so we can have 100% confidence in reaching the promised land! 

 
 A Mighty Fortress is Our God (Martin Luther) 

 
 A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; 

Our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing: 
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; 
His craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate, 
On earth is not his equal. 

 Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing; 
Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing: 
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He; 
Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to age the same, 
And He must win the battle. 

 And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, 
We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us: 
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him; 
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure, 
One little word shall fell him. 

 That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth; 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him Who with us sideth: 
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 
The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still, 
His kingdom is forever. 
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 Revelation Chapter 13 
 

o First Impressions  
 

o History 3 – The Beast – 13:1-10  
 

 Beasts of Sea and Land (1, 11) – Leviathan, Behemoth (Job 40:15, 41:1) 
 Beast of Daniel, OT (1-2) – ten heads, blasphemous names, like leapord, bear and 

lion … acting on power and authority of Dragon … Satan’s authority – As in Daniel 
beast represents worldly, political power, power of nations … here represented by 
grotesque beast, but people still worship power … demonized state … people look 
to state as messiah (not so much physical idol, but treat state as idol) 

 Beasts …  
 False Christ (3-10) – If the Dragon is a twisted, false representation of God the 

Father, the First beast is meant to look like Christ 
 Crowned 
 Given power and authority from Dragon 
 Mortal wound … healed 
 People marvel, follow 
 Draws worship to his father – the dragon 
 Talks of God (but beast blasphemes God) 
 Relationship to saints (but beast makes war on them) 
 Given authority over every tribe, tongue, nation  
 All who dwell on earth bow down and worship beast 
 All who name not written in book of Lamb worship beast 
 Anyone who has ear to hear …  
 Outcome inevitable … all who given to captivity or sword will go to it (like 

all who given to Christ will be saved, not one lost) 
 Limited Time (5) – note here again the Beast has a set time to reign, 
 Application (10) – Call for endurance and faith of saints! 

 
o History 4 – The False Prophet – 13:11-15 

 
 False Prophet – name given 2nd beast in 16:13, 19:20, 20:10) 
 False Holy Spirit (11-17)  

 Two heads like lamb, spoke like dragon (represent other 2 persons) 
 Authority of first beast, makes inhabitants worship first beast 
 Great signs – fire (like Pentecost) – signs validate and make people believe 
 Can breath on idols of beast so they speak, kill those not worship (not life) 
 Marks, seals people (for earthly purposes, and ultimately eternal death) 

 Death if not bow down () – like Nebuchadnezzar in Daniels day, like the emperors 
in the day of John – demanded bow and worship image of emperor 

 Mark of Beast (17-18) – can not buy or sell without mark – need wisdom  to 
understand mark – it is number of beast and of man – 666 (note: 6 is one less than 
7, 3 times anything is serious and sure, thus mark indicates critical attempt to 
imitate perfection, yet falling short (note: letters to numbers is sometimes used in 
Hebrew, but all attempts to get Nero or other names fall short) 
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o Big Picture of Chapter 13 
 

 Satan will have assistance on earth … and will imitate and yet also horrifically 
corrupt everything God is … he is false trinity 

 World will be deceived and will follow, worship, obey and be enslaved by Satan 
and his beasts 

 Christians called to endure through this, maintaining their faith in God’s 
sovereignty, in Christ’s salvation, in the indwelling Spirit, and the promised 
eternity to come … do not give into Satan or his beasts! 

 
 

 Revelation Chapter 14 
 

o First Impressions  
 

o History 5 – The 144,000 – 14:1-5  
 

 Mount Zion (1) – where God had shown himself before … Jesus and 144,000 
stand there 

 144,000 (1,3-5)(see Ch. 7) – either a specific number of Jews saved in tribulation 
or representative of all Christians … in either case they are marked and numbered 
by God as contrasted to mark of beast on followers of the beast … name of Jesus 
on them as opposed to blasphemies on beast … redeemed from earth … first fruits 
for God and lamb 

 Virgin, Follow Lamb (4-5) – spiritual purity marks God’s people… not lie … 
blameless 

 Loud Song (2-3) – singing new song only redeemed know 
 

o History 6 – The Angelic Proclaimer – 14:6-11 
 

 Angels Proclaim Gospel (v.1, 8, 9) – angels come proclaiming the eternal gospel 
… to every nation, tribe, language and people (again contrasted to beasts mark)  

 Message (7-11) 
 Fear God 
 Give Him Glory 
 Hour judgment has come 
 Worship the creator 
 Fallen is Babylon the Great  

o (made nations drink passion of sexual immorality) 
 All who worship beast, get his mark – drink wine of God’s wrath 

o Full cup of God’s anger 
o Tormented with fire and sulfur … in presence of angels / Lamb 
o Smoke of torment goes up forever (not temporary) 
o No rest, day or night 
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o Interlude – Application - 14:12-13 
 

 Endurance (12) – Call for endurance of saints (see 13:10) … keep commands of 
God and faith in Christ 

 Blessed Martyrs (13) – Bleseed are those die in Lord – rest from labor 
 

o History 7 – The Son of Man (Harvest of the Earth) – 14:14-20 
 

 Son of Man (v.14) – on white cloud, gold crown, sharp sickle 
 Harvest has Come (15-16) – Angel from Temple declares - earth is fully ripe, so 

Son of Man swings sickle and reaps earth  
 Two harvests – may be two images of same harvest, or first harvest of grain may 

represent harvest of righteous, second of grapes represent harvest of unrighteous 
(Joel 3:12-16) 

 Additional Angels (17-19) – one with fire declares harvest, one with sickle 
harvests vine/ grapes of earth to throw in press of God’s wrath  

 God’s Wrath (20) – grapes of earth pressed trodden outside city – blood flowed … 
as high as horses bridle for 184 miles! 

 
o Big Picture of Chapter 14 

 
  

 
 
 
 
Interpretation of Revelation 12-14 
 

Big Picture: 
 
 
 What do we learn about Spiritual Warfare? 
 
 
 What do we learn about Salvation and the Gospel? 
 
 
 
 
 
Applications for Us: 
 
 Endurance and Faith!  (see also Psalm 27 – esp. v.1,4-5,14 ) 
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